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REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are in the case as of the date of this amendment. 
No claims have been allowed. 

Claims 1-2 and 4-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being obvious over Nuckols et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,925) in 

view of Jenkins et al. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nuckols et al., together with Jenkins et al., as 
applied to claims 1-2 and 4-19 above, and further in view of 
Golben (U.S. Patent No. 6,508,866). 

These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

The Examiner has noted that U.S. Patent No. 6,463,925 to 
Nuckols et al. constitutes prior art only under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 

Further, the Examiner has indicated that the above-noted 
rejections can be overcome by showing that the subject matter of 
the reference and the claimed invention were, at the time the 
invention was made, owned by the same person or subject to an 
obligation of assignment to the same person as set forth in MPEP 
§706.02(1) (1) and §706. 02 (1) (2) . 

Accordingly, Applicants have submitted herewith a "STATEMENT 
OF COMMON OWNERSHIP" that clearly and conspicuously states that 
Applicants' instant application (i.e., serial number 10/034,039) 
and U.S. Patent No. 6,463,925 were, at the time the invention 
claimed in Applicants' instant application was made, owned by or 
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subj ect to an Ration o £ assent to Th e United State. or 
to e t ica as represented * tne Secretary or tne 

it is respectruiiy suited that ttetoX. at ai. (0.8. Patent Ho. 
6 , 403. ,25, sncuid be dis,uaii £ ied as prior art in the instant 

aPP Trew 0i the a»o.e. it is aiso respect.^ spitted that 

,, r 35 n S C 103 are no longer applicable, and 
the rejections under 3a U.&.^ 

,• claims 1-19 in the instant application are *n 

that Applicants claims j. 

condition for immediate allowance. 

«one of the remaining prior art cited by the Examiner appears 
to teach or even suggest the unique combination taught by 
applicants. in view of all the art of record, the claims 

raining in the case are considered to patentably distinguish 

thereover. 

It is submitted in view of these remarks that all grounds for 
rejection have been removed by the foregoing amendment. For the 
hereinabove reasons, Applicants solicit an early and favorable 
response . 

Respectfully submitted, 

5__^ ft r /f/Cs~ 




JAMES T. SHEPHERD 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 43917 



Naval Surface Warfare Center Panama City 
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